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IN THIS ISSUE

The first three papers in this issue are the major papers for the conference: "The Role of
Religion in Newly Pluralistic Societies of Eastern Europe" which was held in Budapest,
Hungary, May

22-26,

1 99 1 .

The sponsor of the conference was the New Ecumenical

Research Association and the local host co-sponsor was the Eotvos Lonind University of
Budapest. The two co-chairmen were professors Tamas Foldesi and Paul Mojzes. There
were about forty participants from a wide variety of countries in Europe (East and West) and
North America. The conference was so designed that three theologians from Eastern Europe:
an Eastern Orthodox, a Roman Catholic, and a Protestant were asked to write the major
papers to which people from rather different traditions from the West were asked to respond
in order to facilitate the dialogue that followed the delivery of the papers. The discussions
were lively and helpful, and consonant to the new atmosphere in Eastern Europe, very open.
Much information was also gained by numerous speakers from Hungary, a number of them
youthful members of the Hungarian parliament along with some clergy, as they sought to
inform the participants of their vision of the place of religion in present-day Hungary.
Dean Jakub Trojan of the Church of the Czech Brethren from Prague, until recently a
dissident, provided a characteristically Protestant confessional essay in which he pointed out
the sometime role of complicity of Christianity in the former Communist system.
S. Popov, a Bulgarian Orthodox author who preferred to use a pseudonym because there
are still inordinate pressures on individuals not to speak freely their mind (the pressure
coming both frnrn the state and the church), wonders whether Bulgaria is ready for a genuine
transformation and democratization. The author answer the question,

"Perestroika

without

Christ?" in the negative.
Professor Waldemar Chrostowski, whom the regular readers of OPREE will recognize for
a number of contributions in the recent issues, wrote an unambiguous paper detailing the
reasons for the barriers to a dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the
Communists in the period before the Transformation.
In future issues, we may publish some other contributions submitted by participants of
this conference.
The last piece is a lengthy study by another frequent contributor to OPREE, professor
James E. Will. He surveyed and analyzed the development of Protestant theology in the
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Communist period, i.e. until 1 989 on a regional basis and country by country. This paper
will be of great use to scholars as they try to assess the theological contributions of a period
in history that many nowadays pretend did not exist.
It seems that there is a widely spread paradox in Eastern Europe where either amnesia
or witch hunt seem to be the preferred approaches to the period of Communist domination.
This may well be a temporary phenomenon, but it is nevertheless dangerous. We shall
endeavor in OPREE to analyze both the positive and negative sides of a period that will, if
not consciously then unconsciously, make impact on the continued developp:1ent of the
religious situations in all lands of Eastern Europe and the rapidly disintegrating Soviet Union.
Our decision to use the term Eastern Europe for the area covered by our periodical, so
that it included the Soviet Union may in the long run serve us even better than we originally
intended. We reiterate that we shall continue to provide coverage of the republics formerly
part of the Soviet Union, especially its European part, regardless whether they remain in
some union with each other or whether they become completely independent countries, like
the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.
Paul Mojzes, editor
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